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TPON the dhe of a friend to a diſtant 
country, or upon bis departure out of the 
World, it is common for his acquaintance to take 
notice of certain phraſes, or modes of expreſſion, 
which were either peculiar to himſelf, or which he 
was uſed to adopt; and when the like phraſes occur, 
in the converſation of an indifferent perſon, though 
without intention, they lead to the recollection of 
dur departed friend; a cir. 1mſtance, which if, in 
particular caſes, it may revive an intemperate and 
unavailing grief, in other caſes may ſerve to keep 
Alive the memory of a reſpected character; and if 
there be any thing weighty in the words, our af- 
fection for him may at leaſt bring the ſentiment with 
the greater force to our minds. I ſhall be Happy 
therefore, if the text I have read do ak. d your + 
notice the more, when you are told, that the reaſon 

for the making it the ground of a Funeral Diſcourſe - 
for your late Paſtor, is, that it was frequently in his 

mouth, and more * for ſome weeks paſt, 

B 


What 


£7 1, 


what he dwelt upon in converſation, with peculiar 
ſweetneſs and energy. Bat the words come to us with 
a much higher recommendation. They were ſpoken 
by the Mot High, in atteſtation of the divine character 
and office of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 'They were ſpoken 
alſo in honour of that ordinance, wherein {as the 
firſt and leading duty of their profeſſion of obedi- 
ence to the faith) God has commanded his people 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves from the world, the ordi- 
nance of baptiſm. What a grand, an auguſt viſion 
was that which appeared at Fordan, when the bap- 
tiſm of--Jeius being ended, as he came up out of 
the water, the heavens were opened, ſome viſible re- 
preſentation of the Holy Ghoſt hovered over him, 


and a voice from God the Father proclaimed, Tr 


is ny 'bcloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed! The 


ſame words were alſo repeated on another occaſion, 


when Chriſt was transfigured, Matt. xvii. 5. To con- 
firm the faith of certain of his diſciples, to convince 


them of the luſtre of his character, and thereby 
qualify chem, with the more abundant confidence to 
preach him to the world, they were admitted to 
"behold him adorned with celeſtial ſplendor, and a 
voice came with” the like teſtimony from the excel- 
lent glory.,——Our remarks will take the words, in 
the order they lie before us, as a declaration, 


ö \ 1. Trar Chriſt is the Father's beloved Son; 
II. Tuar in him the Father is ell pleaſed; 


Tus former referring to his original dignity, the 


latter to him as Mediator; and both together con- 
taining (as your deceaſed Paſtor uſed to obſerve) a 
compendious, and at the ſame time comprehenſive 
view of the Goſpel of the Grace of God. 


I. Tazn: 


1.31 


I. Tux, Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is here ſtiled ue 


Abend Son of the Father; a title * of that 


glory he originally poſſeſſed. 
„ 1. He is the Sor of God, And white) we admit 


that this title is given to different beings, and in 
various ſenſes in ſcripture, it is evident that its ap- 


plication to Chriſt,, betokens a pre- eminence in him 


to all others who are ſo denominated. Angels are 
called the Sons of God, and Adam was ſo called, 
becauſe both had their exiſtence” immediately from 
God himſelf. Saints are ſtiled his. ſons and children, 
partly on account of their adoption into God's family, 
and alfo becauſe,” being born of God by faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus, they are through grace tranflated into 
the liberty of the goſpel, and by. that means become 
partakers of the communicable attributes of the divine 
nature, God's wiſdom, his happineſs, his love, his 
holineſs. But as one method of proving the true 
and proper Deity of Chriſt, is that of adducing texts 
in which thoſe attributes of God, that are confeſſedly 
incommunicable to any creature, are yet aſſerted to 
belong to Chriſt (ſuch as Eternity, Mic. v. 2. Omni- 
potence, Rev. i. 8, Omniſtience, John xxi. 17. &.) why 
do they not alſo demonſtrate, that the term orly- 
begotten Son of God, bgnifies a relation ſuperior to 
that of creation, or of appointment to the office of 
Mediator; (from the laſt of which our text expreſsly 
diſtinguiſhes it) in ſhort, that it is an avowal of 
him as,” in a manner inconceivable to us, and there- 
fore inexplicable by us, poſſeſſed in the ſtricteſt ſenſe 
of Deity, and of 'the ſame nature with the Father 
and Holy Spirit? As the title Sor of man denotes, 
that he was, in one ſenſe really a man, * does 
. not 


* would be ſet n him; — that inſtead 


m 4 1 
ndt that of the Cen f God equally polad. dut ks | 
deity? He is the brightneſs of the Father's. glory; | 


and the expreſs image of his perſon, in whom all 
the effulgence of the Godhead dwells, and by whom 


it ſhines forth to the admiration | of them who be- 


lieve. Nor, I confeſs, am I able to diſcern the pro- 


priety of the Apoſtle's reaſoning, Nom. viii. 32. that 


the Father hared not his own Sen, but delivered hins 
4p, and therefore with him will freely gie all things, 
if Chriſt were not his greateſt gift; if he were not 


his ow proper Son, as the priginal ſignifies, previous - | 


to his ſparing him; if he were not his Son in 2 
ſenſe, in which no created being could be ſo entitled. 


But I ſtop here, as I mean to reſume this argument, 


and conſider its utility, in the latter part of my diſ⸗ 


courſe. At preſent, the doctrine I hope being in a 


general way eſtabliſhed, * the ſeriptares we have 
cited, let us aſk, 


2. War waz, the terth beloval added to that of 


Son? No doubt the epithet Sen , God implies, hat 


as the affection of a parent is preſumed to be at all 
3 and in all ſituations, unalterable, ſuch is the 
affection of the Eternal Father for his Son. But it 
was highly expedient, that in that moment he ſhould 


avow the relation of Jeſus to him, and his own re- 


ciprocal affection, becauſe from the moment of his 


baptiſm, our Lord was to enter upon the public 


diſplay of his character, and of courſe, to be beſet 
by hoſts of enemies. It was known, that the prince 
of darkneſs would firſt of all engage him in perſon, 
and being vanquiſhed in that form would leave him. 
only for a ſeaſon; —— that all whom Satan could 


of 


n - 
- 


np ere eg ee ee 


t 1 | 
of being careſſed as the Saviour of aners; he would 
be deſpiſed and rejected of men; — that as he took 
upon him the form of a ſervant, poverty and meanneſa 
would be his lot, during the whole of his pilgrimage. 


through the world; — yea, chat the very people he 


came perſonally to, with the meſſage of ſalvation, 
would be the 'moſt forward. to perſecute him; and: 
that at laſt they would drive him out of the world, 
with all the circumſtances of miſery and infamy 
they were capable of. It was highly proper. then, 
at his entrance upon this trying ſcene, to give him, 


j 
# 


to give his inferior nature, ſuch a teſtimonial 7 


love and affection, that if the world knew him not, 
his Father did not light him; that if the world per- 
ſecuted him, his Father would ſappart him; yea, that 
eren when heaven would ſeem ta conſpire with earth | 
ta ali him, and; from the emotions his foul felt,” 
he would cry Gut, Myi Gad, my Gd, wuhy:haft thaw 
forſakew me? yet only the preſent. ſenſe of love would 
be ſuſpended; his Father would render him victori 
ous over all oppoſition, and at laſt ſeat him, as his 
beloved Son, on the. right. hand of the majeſty on 
high. Why might not this epithet; be added to 
the former alſo, to ſtreng then the idea in our minds, 
of the greatneſa of our Lord's condeſcenſion, in un- 
dertaking our cauſe, ſeeing: he was infinitely happy 
before, in the boſom of his Father; as wall as to- 
intimate to us, that being the beloved Son af God, 
no one was ſo able to conciliate the regards of the 
Father to us; being himſelf affectionately regarded 
by him, he was perfectly capable of recommending, 
r ee 46 then, we: Mas naturally to he 
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II. ParTrevLar in my text, That in Chriſt the 
Father is auell-pleaſed; which is an idea clearly dif-. 
tinguiſhable from the former, and ſuggeſts his ap- 
probation. of the part aſſumed. by the Son, in the 
ceconomy of ſalvation.— For the explanation of this 
we ſhall premiſe, that God is not only to be con- 
ſidered as the former of all things, and the upholder- 
of the world, but as the moral governor of men, 
who has given 'a law, 'for the regulation of their- 
conduct and promotion of their. happineſs. Fhe law: 


is holy, juſt and good. It was ordained: unto life, 


as its fulfilment was the condition of the divine favour, 
and as the very nature of its obedience contains 
that order and regularity, with which happineſs is. 

inſeparably united. In what manner, however, ſin⸗ 
entered into the world, is not my Province, at this 
time, to enter upon. That fin is in the world, chat 
it has overſpread the world, that it has been com 


matted by all men without exception; that it has pol- 


Juted them, and brought them under condemnation, 
is a fact too glaring. to be diſproved, I was: going 
to ſay denied. Whatever pains: are taken tô ſoften © 


the matter, there is a witneſs for God in the minds 


of, men, which will ere long fpeak irreſiſtibly, and 


does ſpeak nou, though, through the ignorance of 


the many, its voice is not underſtood. The Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles calls it, Heb. x. 22. An evil conſcience, 


ox the conſciouſneſs of evil, and fear of its condem- 


nation hereafter, which even the amuſements of life 
cannot wholly divert, which is the main cauſe of the 
fretfulneſs, diſcontent and diſſatisfaction ſo prevalent. 


in the world; which adds fo much to the burden 
of outward afflictions, that Without this they would. 


appean 


I $ 


appear: comparatively light ; and which army death 
with a ſting ſo formidable, that the generality had 
rather, after all, keep the evils they have, than ex- 
change them for evils they do not know, — Now 
the deſign of the miſſion of our Lord Jeſus' Chriſt, 
was to- bring peace on earth; and ſpeaking of the 
approbation the Father gave to this re rf ler 
us enquire, 

I. Ix ro the import of the term well. pleaſed. 

II. Ixro the ſeveral particulars of the character 
and work of Chriſt, . were ſo pine” — 
the Father. 195 

I. Taz term woll-pleaſed, in the preſent cotiniec-" 
tion, includes two ideas; that of pueifying, and ena 
of | complacency or delight. In the © 0 

(1.) View, even the twilight notions of Balak king 


of Mead. led him. to uſe. it, Mic. vi. 7. Will the Lord, 


ſays he, be pleaſed with thouſands of rams, or with _ 
ten thouſands of rivers of oil? The word pleaſed in this 
ſenſe ſignifies to appeaſe, to expiate, to avert wrath; 

and imports, that as the law of God has been violated 
and diſhonoured by fin—fo diſhonoured, that every | 
act of iniquity. is a direct denial of his right to reign 
over us —and as the ſuffering fin to paſs unpuniſhed, 


would annihilate the authority of God, and bring his 


government into contempt, his juſtice will by no means 
clear the guilty; complete ſatisfaction muſt be given. 
And the Lord Jeſus appearing thus to Put away fin, 
the Father here. declares his ſatisfaction in Him, as 
a perſon ſuitable to the vaſt undertaking; ſo — 
when ſacrifice and burnt offering fell infinitely ſhort 
of value, as a ranſom for the ſoul, and the Son, by 
the. ſpirit, of prophecy, intimated, Loy L come; in the 
B 4 00 volume 
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We may conſider, our text a8. 2 beautifal reply, This. 
35.my belowed Son in whom I am auel/-pleaſed. For, 

(2.) To the former idea we may. add, that of coms-. 
| placency and. delight; I have thought therefore, that 
the word in my text alludes diſtantly. to V. xlii. 21. 
A paſſage that (though certain learned writers put a 


different conſtruction upon it) I cannot avoid applying 


to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 'T he. Lord is well-ploaſed for. 


his righteouſneſs ſake, he auill magnify the law and male. 


24 honourable. * The original fignifies. an intenſeneſs: 
of delight, in looking forward to. what Chriſt was 
to. magnify. it. Was he to. take of the veil of diſ- 
honour which the ſins of men had thrown over it > 
yes; and to render its appearance magnificently glo- 
SO OE HE nen 

the: 


N * „ There 16 no difculty in this application of the paſſage, except 
How Chrift can be ſaid to. be blind: and. deaf; Vid though pofea, . 
©: 19. and I think this is eaſily ſolved, by quoting another pallige, 
Ta: Mi.- 2 where he is alfo ſaid to be dumb, and fuppofing both 
to relate to his intrepidity and conſtancy in his ſufferings, that he 
opened not bis. mouth,” to murmur or make objectione, and that he 
was blind and deaf to all that could. be urged to deter him from 
Fe in his work, In this view the tranſſtion fram v. 15 

© 19, is very beautiful, While God calls upon thoſe that were 
eulpably blind- and deaf to ſee. and hear, he takes occaſion to men- 
tion one, to whoſe hanour- it might be ſaid, that he was blind und- 
deaf, and through whom there was ſalvation. for them Whereas: 
taking the paſſage to intend unfuithful miniſters in that day, there 
is à much greater difficulty in conſiſtently explaining v. 21, which 

unleſs there be ſome material variation in the collated bible, that 

am unapprized of) runs literally, 7: Lord Bath been. delighted: 


Keane of bis Tighteouſneſe, be. wil amplify the: lazy and renger. the 
ſents | 3 
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the puniſhment of ſmners could not have reſtored 7 
yes j) Which even the obedience of all the ſons of 


4 men could not have exhibited in it, if ſin had never 


entered, but the whole human race remained inno- 
cent. The Father, accordingly, profeſſes himſelf to 
be, not merely pacified but plaaſed, not merely pleaſed 
but well-plea/ed; that nat merely was a full equiva- 
lent to be offered, but that by virtue of which, the 
balance of favour would lie abundantly on the fide- 
of thoſe: whom Chriſt. undertook for. Thus where” 


| fin abounded grace hath much more abounded, and reigned 
through righteouſneſs to eternal. life, . by: Teſus Chriſt” 


our Lord, Rom. v. 20; 21. — And let us now enquire, 
II. Ix ro the particulars of the character and work: 
of Chriſt, which warranted this. declaration; that we- 
may not view it as: proceeding ſimply from the pre- 
dilection of the Father: for his Son; but as being, 


Eg of law, the equitable. deciſion of the judge 


Fi His Tarent the Father was — 
with. . He aſſumed that character, which was exactly 
adapted to our ſtate as ſinners. As fin was com- 
mitted in the human nature, it was neceſſary that? 


the atonement ſheuld be made in the nature in which 
the offence. was given 3 for this purpoſe, thetefore, 


aur Lord was made a man; he came in- the. {ikene/5: 
F. finful- faſl, Rom. viii. 3.— But the heinouſneſs of 
4 crime riſes in, proportion to the dignity of him 
Who is inſulted by it: As: God is; the higheſt, ther 
moſt majeſtick and moſt excellent of all beings, an- 

affence againſt him is of infinite heinouſmeſs; andi 
(ſeparate from the thought of the numberleſs evilss 
1 * into this world) in itſelf metiw- 
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everlaſting puniſhment. Upon this principle, aids 
fore, we learn the juſtice of that denunciation, 'Cury/ed* 
7 every one that continueth not in all things æulich ares 
written in the book of the law' to do tum, Gal. iii. 
10. If the more aggravated the nature, and the- 
greater the number of che ſins, the heavier will be the 
degree of puniſhment, the darariom of the puniſhment: 
of ove muſt be the ſame as that of millions, muſt 
be for ever. Who then could expiate one offence ? 
Would it be poſſtble for the- ſinner himſelf? I aſk” 
further, What mere creature could bring ſuch ex- 
_ pation? Not. to- ſpaak of the impropriety- of ſuppoſing - 
a creature to ſatisfy for any one but himſelf, as God. 
may demand his all; and pat him into what ſitu- 
ation he thinks beſt: If one creature be higher than- 
another in the fight of: his Creator, yet the 'utmoſt 
ſatisfaction of the moſt exalted creature could amount 
to no more than finite, and therefore. could not ex- 
Plate one ſin; even as the whole life of an honelt< 
man cannot atone for one act of diſhoneſty another 
mam commits, and. as- bounded merit muſt fall in- 
finitely ſhort of: boundleſs malignity. How much 
leſs then could it make: amends for the innumerable? 
ſins, of the innumerable finners who were to be re- 
deemed; for: to aſſert, that the divine appointment 
could render what atonement he thought fit ſuffici-- 
ently ample (however lax a way- of talking it be, 
and however obvious the drift) if admitted; is no proof 
that God would call: that a ſaficienti eompenfation; 
which is unequal to the full: diſplay: of: his perfect: 
holineſs and inflexible juſtice. But Chriſt was” God? 
. manifeſt in the Huli, and conſequently: poſſeſſed a dig- 
mity pale: of giving Wo to every part of his- 
* work, 


* 1 


work, of rendering it completely valuable to anſwer 
the deſigus for which he undertook it; he is the 
man of God's right. hand, the Son of man he made 
frrong for: himſelf, Pſ. Ixxx. 17. The very deſcription 
of him as made of a woman, made under | the law, 
Gal. iv. 4. intimates at onde his pre- exiſtence, and 
that in himſelf he was bound by no law, but the 
neceſſity of his own holineſs. He was above the law; 
above its obligations and above its ſanctions; yet he 
put himſelf under. the laau, to redeem from its curſe 
thoſe who. were by. nature bound to fulfil the law, 
but who had dared to diſobey it, and lay helpleſsly 
expoſed to its. vengeance. So that this head repre- 


ſents the Deity of the Son of God, to be a doctrine 


of that importance and neceſſity to the goſpel, that. 
the main efficacy of his redemption flows from it. 
Leave that out, and: all the reſt 1s. a blank; ſin is 
unatoned for; our mighty guilt remains upon our 
Aefenceleſs-heads ; and the wrath of. God abides upon 
us. But let chat truth be maintained, as a firſt prin- 
eiple, and thence ariſe hope, comfort and joy; the 
glory and perfection of. the god- head ſhine through 
every part of the chriſtian. ſyſtem ;, it is a ſuitable 
relief for the criminal and periſhing; „ and there is- 


no malady of the ſoul, to which its virtue does not. 


reach. — This will appear more evidently by reflecting, 
i Stcondly,. On the work Chriſt. engaged for, which 
was to obey the law — and to ſuffer its penalty, for- 
the juſtification of. ſinners. 

(ie) To obey. the law, and thereby illutrate its- 
beauty and excellency, its propriety and glory; for 
had he come merely to ſuffer, this part would have- 
Been deficient, Mere puniſhment, might diſcover the 
— B. 6 ſtricineſs⸗ 
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Rrictueſs and terror of the law, but would never have: | 
proved its order; regularity, fitneſs, and eonſequent 
reaſonableneſs: But in jeſus we behold a pattern 
of perfection. Look to what part of his life you- 


will, aud you ſee: him to be without fin; His obe- 


dience like the coat that covered him, was one ſeam- - 
leſs whole. He was holy, harmleſs, undefied and f6-- 
parate from fiuners. And when to the purity: of hie 
conduct we add the luſtre of his god head, every 

action, viewed. through that medium, carries with it 
a grandeur and brightnefs; , as much above that of 
a ſinleſs and exemplary man, as the divine nature 
excels the human. Form in your” minds a, picture 
of a prince habited in the dreſs: of a peaſant. If 
he condeſcend to perform the: duties of his- new ſitu- 
ation, and live as a peafant would, yet Will the edu- 
cation and manners of the prince make their 
through the meanneſs of: his: diſguiſe, and perſuade 
people of taſte and gentility, that his real quality 
is ſuperior to his apparent rank. Thus alfo the obe- 


dience of Jeſus bore: the ſtamp of his diviniey, and 


manifeſted the righteouſneſs of God, They who were 
eye-witneſlcs of it bare record, and ſuch as bolievingly: 
contemplate jeſus know- that their record is true; 
The-word, ſay. they, was made feſi, and dwelt among: 
us, (and we belield his glory, the glory as of the: only: 
begottew of, the Father) full of grace and truth, _ 
1. 14.— The like may be obſerved, _- 

(2.) Coxc ERNI his ſufferings If a bbesy hs. 
committed, and the ftolen: property afterwards! re- 
turned, that is à redreſs to the injured individuat,, 
but none to the publick juſtice» of the community, 
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The" divine holineſt of Jeſus amply ſets förtii- tht” 
beauty and fi tneſs of God's commands, but that alone 
would not have marked their indiſpenſable obligation, 
and that ſinners at their peril break them. Satan, 
in that caſe, might have had ſome ground for the 
ſuggeſtion, L Mall nut ſurely die. Phe wiſeſt of regu- 
htions; without a penalty, and that penalty inflicted, 
js no better than good advice... But the law having 
denounced. death upon the diſobedient, and declared 
that every tranſgreſſion ſhould receive its juſt recom- 
pence: of reward; we behold Jeſus ſtanding in the 
place of finners.. We bobeld him wounded for our 
fins, and the chaſtiſement of our peace laid upon- 
him. Who can recount the ſorrows of his mind, or: 
agonies of his body; when it pleaſed the Lord to 
bruiſe. him? Vet he voluntarily reſigned. himſelf to 
finiſh all that was required. He endured: the erofs,. 
deſpiſing the ſhame.- And when his God head is con- 


fidered as ſympathizing with, ſupporting under, and 


enhancing the value of the ſufferings: of the human na« 
ture, we may conelade- that the dignity of his cha- 


racter compenſated: for: the want of duration in thoſe 


ſufferings; that!- as his ſhort paſſage through the 
world diſplayed the” execelleney of the law, ſo theſe 
ſhort-hved ſufferings did-its ſtrictneſs aud juſt ſeverity; 


and that both unite in forming that perfect and ever - 


laſting righteouſneſs; whereby tranſgreſſion is done 
away, fin is finiſhed; and finners are juſtified.: © | 
Joi theſe reflections in your minds; the divine 
character and office; the obedience, fufferings and- 
death of our Emmanuel; and while your hearts are 
fred with aſtoniſhment, perhaps with rapture; on the 
8 of - partienſars included thervin, iet me afk, 


+ 


—_ 
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4 | 
Did the Father in my text expreſs his delight in Jefus' 


at his entrance on his publick miniſtry? And did he 


not give a more publick and deciſive. teſtimony of his, 


approbation, by raiſing him up from the dead? When: 


our Lord in his laſt agonies; faid, It is finiſhed, he 
ed to heaven, that the work. of redemption was: 


done. And did not his diſcharge from the grave wit- 


neſs, that the very laſt farthing of the debt was paid ?: 
What elſe can the Apoſtle intend by ſaying, Rom. i. 4 
That he wa, declared to be the Son of God with poauer, 
according to tis ſpirit of . holineſs,- by the. reſurrection 
from the dend? What was there in his reſurrection, any 
more than his other miracles, that particularly pointed 
to his Deity? If an infidel by reading of the reſur- 


rection of Chriſt, might be convinced of his divine 


commiſſion, is there any medium whereby, ſimply from 
that event, he would be led to the concluſion, that 
Chriſt was God in- our nature? There is nothing upon. 
the face of the argument to make it out; nor does 
this inference appear natural, Chriſt aro/e. from the, 
dead, therefore, he is: the. true God. But take the 
(ext in another light, and. it is highly conſiſtent. Our. 
Lord profeſſed to be the Son of God, and as ſuch; 
to bring full redemption to finners.. He profeſſed to- 
partake of the ſpirit. of holineſs (that is, of the divine: 
perfections) through the eternal ſpirit to offer him- 
ſelf without ſpot unto God, and thereby to give in- 


finite preciouſneſs to. his righteouſneſs, for the juſti- 
fication of the ungodly. Hence he ſpoke of himſelf 


as the. Son, whom. the Father had. ſanfified and ſent 
into the world, John x. 36. Now had he not been 
God as well as man, the ſacrifice he made would have; 


fallen ſhort. of paying the debt he. became auſwerable, 
SIT 5 for,, 


L * 1 ET 
fbr, and his body could net have been releaſed! from 
the priſon of the grave. But his reſurrection con- 
firmed the truth of all he bad ſpoken. Agreeably 
td this we read; {#5 iis 24. that God looſed the 
paint, that is; the puniſhment, of death from him, - 
Bocauſe Cit! aa, not: pofſible he Mould be lolden of it. 
His reſurrection therefore was an authoritative decla- 
ration, that he had fulfilled all he undertook, and“ 
by one offering for ever perfected them that are ſanc-- 
IF tified. So: that if the obedience and death of Chriſt 
were the payment of the debt, his reſurrection was 
the receipt in full, the diſcharge of his redeemed; from - 
every demand the law had againſt them. $9 is 
the Father well-pleaſed i in his beloved Son; and- from 
hence. we learn; 

(i.) Phar if the nme ad} en of Unger 
be thus fatisfactory, then nothing elſe is neceſſary to- 
the juſtification and acceptance of a ſinner; nay to- 
add any thing to it” is highly impertinent, is pro- 
voking to the majeſty and purity: of: God. Tis enough 
to ſay. wwe are accepted in the belowen, to ſet forth our 
ſhare in the favour of God; and our title to eternal 
life. Chriſt is the: Father's beloved, and they who 
are united to him are, for his ſake, loved with ann 
affection as inſeparable as that himſelf enjoys. The 
righteouſneſs: of Chriſt has ſo amply fulfilled the: re- 
quirements of juſtice, yea, caſt that additional luſtre 
upon its demands, that to bring any thing elſe for 
our acceptance with God is ſuperfluous. If we have 
the Lord our righieonſugſe, can we be more perfect in 


the eye of divine juſtice, than through ruf riglie- 
ouſneſs which is. of God 7 What can add to infinity? 
Nen what then be brought to enereaſe due bright 

neſs 
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of a creature who- has never ſinned; were to be put 
in compariſon with · the righteeuſneſs of the Son of+ 
God How mean would the higheſt creature- excel- 


lencies appear in the preſence of his! Rather, ho-w 


would they fitik into nothing, and Chrift- be all in 


all! like the comparatively faint light of a candle 


would be dim, would be extinguiſhed in the blaze 
of the meridian ſun. Shall man then talk of his- 
virtues, upon the account of which God is to ſhem 
him regard? Shall a worm of the earth ſpeak of: 


conditions of the divine favour i Shall a ſinner who» 


is alf over deſiled by fin; and has drank down i iniquity” 


| like water, preſume to offer any plea but his -miſery ? 


Pretend to offer anything from bimfelf; in any farm- 


or reſpect, 28 reaſon. for which God, the judge: of' | 


all, hould; be induced to look: more placidly upon: 
him than upon another? I know it is objected,.thats 
% To maintain the: righteoufneſs of Chriſt to be- 
14 the alone reaſon why God accepts of any ſinner 
„ will endanger the intereſts of hohneſs; and lead 
” to ſecurity in che indulgence of, fin ;** at leaſt this 
is: the pretext which the unbelieving heart brings for-; 
ward; while it is eſtahliſſing a righteouſneſs. of its; 


own. Bat if we grove as we go on, chat holineſs: 


ie better ſecured by the doftrine- I am dofendings, . 
8 this objeftion: will be removed. And let nic aft, 
Is there nd method of promoting holineſs, , but by; 
offering an affront to the majeſty. of heaven and earth? 
No way but by pride, which the Lord abhors? - When 


the Moſt High has provided a righteouſneſs in which: | 


he: has. declared. -himdelf, well-pleaſed, who ſhall- dare 


* d 
* - . to- 
. * + = * 


wolf. of che nk eg Jaſune- through which God ae- hh 
cauats- believing ſinners. rig hteous ? Suppoſe the works? 


toy 


o contradict. him, to chuſe far himſelf, - to deere 
i y other ground of hope, which is in effect to arraign 
the proviſion God has made as. inſufficient Would 
any one, that thinks aright, think this the way to 
I pleaſe God or ſecure holineſs. Rather, is it not the. 
way to awaken the divine indignation, and to pro- 
mote wickedneſs? I have no doubt but impartial 
obſervatien will prove the aſſertion to be fa@, that 
while faith is made of, none effect, while Chriſt as 
our only righteouſneſs. is; neglected, the ſinners de- 
pendance mixed, and the gaſpel, free for the (guilty? 
is hampered, hy conditions or quali6cations, :in; one 
ſhape or in another, a phariſaical hypoeriſy is making: 
large ſizides. over: the; profeſſion of religion, the im- 
moralities of church- members ara often winked” at, 
tdbe mere form of gadlineſo, or fcarce that, is (per 
FT haps without a ſuſpicion of its falſehood): flothfully- 
roſted in, and eee at noughts. 
and evil ſpoken of- 
- (2+) In the chad eoewak of Chriſt Ane be; v 
ſulſicient to juſtify a ſinner in the fight of God, and: 
evxery other plea be unneceſſary and inadmiſſible, then 
X Chrcift alone is a fufficient remedy: for every diſorder. 
of the foul. For inftance, that ſacrifice. alone which; 
appeaſed the wrath: of am offended+ God is, if be- 
lieved in, altogether ſufficient: to bring peace and ſub- 
ſtantial relief to a guilty. minds. The fimple queſtions 
is, Are you. a ſinner Then Chriſt is an able, a freer. 
a faithful Saviour; able to ſave to the uttermoſt; and: 
his love is as free as. his righteouſneſs; is complete. 
He came to ſeek and: to ſave the loſt; not to call 
men as. righteous, but as ſinners. But you aſk, «© Is 
the goſpel. declatation yo, me IE is jndefimitely: 
+9 to 
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to ſinners, and why not % you Will you ſay that 
you are a greater and more diſtinguiſhed ſinner than 
others? 5 came to ſave the chief of finners, 1 Tim. 
1: 16. And his righteou/ne/5 is upon all them that be- 
lebe, without any difference; and that becauſe alf 
have. ſinned, and come . ſhort of the glory of God, Rom. 
Mt. 22. But you -aſk,- Muſt I not be converted, 
& and have ſome token of a gracious work within 
«« me, as a pre- requiſite to encourage me to go to- 
„ Chriſt, and hope that he will have mercy upon 
% men No. Vou are deceived, if you fancy 
you can have any ſuch pre- requiſite. Fou can 
not have any meaſure of a work of grace within ou 
unleſs you. receive: ĩt from Chriſt, for he that hath n 
the Son of God, hath not: kife, 1 John v. x2. And you 
can receive nothing from Chriſt, unleſs you believe 
on him, and if you believe on him, it muſt be merely. 
as a ſinner, looking upon yourſelf. to be even as others; 
nay, after you believe, and receive comfort from the 
work of -Jeſus, you will-every day ſee: more and more 
in yourſelf, to fink you in your own eſteem, to hide! 
pride from you, that you will not think the better 
of yourſelf, even for the grace you have received, but“ 
ag a ſinner, lie in the duſt before God, and live only 
upon Chriſt. Whoſoever therefore entertains an ima. 
gination, that he has any good work, of any kind, 
whereby he is a more proper object of hope in Chriſt: 
than the very vileſt, he takes a- method: both uncom- 
fortable and unſafe ;. uncomfortable, becauſe to ſay: 
the - beſt of it, his hope is built upon the frames of 
his own mind, upon the man's good opinion of him- 
ſelf. As long then as his mind is animated (perhaps 
mechanically ſo). his pride tells him he. is a child: 
; of: 
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| vt God; but but when the warmth of his mind abates 
Ie is doubting and diſconſdlate; nor is it wonder- 
ful that the houſe falls which is built upon the fand. 
And need I add any more to prove that it is unſafe ? 
Does it not betray ignorante of Chriſt, and a ſuf- 
picion that his work is not enough to bring peace 
to the ſoul? In ſhort, does not the chief of the man's 
dependance lie in himſelf? Does he not make a ſa- 
viour of that good thing he fancies is wrought in 
on him, and: Chriſt profit him nothing? What then is“ 
y this, but to chuſe the quag-mire inſtead of the ſolid 
n-- rock; a deluſion alſq- the more enſnaring and dan-/ 
du. gerous, if gloſſed over with the ſpecious covering of 
% an adherence to the doctrines of free grace? - But you” 
du reply, „ Muſt I not at leaſt be awakened and con- 
ve' “ vinced of ſin, before I believe,” and in order to- 
ly. „ my believing? Fhave no doubt that if you be- 
„ liere on the Son of God, you will be convinced of» 
1: fin (of the ſin of unbelief in the: frſt place, John“ 
re xvi. 9. and: of other fins by conſequence) but I muſt: 


le: de free in obſerving, that I do not ſee how you can 
rr have any awakenings, or convictions of fin, | before-- 
it vou believe, that have the nature of ſpiritual life in- 
y them, or are, in the leaſt, evidences of deliveraace- 
from condemnation. I wiſh: however to be under - 
I, ſtood here. I am not denying, that awakenings and 
ſt IF convictions; working ia a way of very painful diſ- 
treſs in the ſoul, have often been uſeful in rouſing» 
„ WM the attention of careleſs or ſelf-deceived ſinners; nor 
f IMF yet that the hand of God is» unconcerned in them. 
-. 37 But how. often have we known perſons, whoſe hearts 
Ss: were at one time almoſt broken with. diſmay. for their 


| * afterwards diſcover, that they never had the- 
een ſmalleſt 
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ſmalleſt true donviction of ſinl How many have W 
known too, or read ef in ſeripture (ſuch as Zaccheus 
and others) who were brought to the ſaving know- 
ledge of the Redeemer, immediately upon hearing his. | 
goſpel, and without any previous terrors at all! And PI 
they who have been exerciſed with theſe terrors; and Ja 
come afterwards ta know the free grace of che goſpel, | 


found that the main reaſon of their former indulged vi 


horror, was ignorance, and unbeliet of the great ſalva» | h 
tion, and that the peace and liberty they afterwards: MF ® 
enjoyed; was of a nature which their former fear? 


ticular ſtreſ then upon ſuch convittions, or to make 


w 
curious diſtinctions between ſome of them as natural P 
and Others a8 ſpiritual, in order ta point out the- F 
latter, as denoting a perſon to be already a gracious. a 
t 
2 
' 
{ 


| bull, and as having, on this account, greater en- 
_ Epuragement- to hope in Chriſt than other finners, 


what is it but ſelf-righteouſneſs: leading the ſoul, off 
from: Chriſt the only hope of the guilty, and turning: 

the ſentence: of death into- a ground of conſolation Þ 
Becauſe, to ſay the utmoſt we can of theſe awaken— 


ings, they are only the lau- working wrath, the ſenſe 
ot the divine. diſpleaſure, ariſing from the impreſ- 


ſions of his Jaw upon the con ſcionce; and when a- 
certain courſe, or degree of oonvictions, or legal ſor- 
row, is repreſented as a neceſſary preparative for Chriſt, 
without: which alſo a man is not to be directed with 
any perſonal hope to him, this is ſo different from 
the goſpel method of bringing reſt to the labouring . 
ſoul, that it can be proved, that no ſinner will wil- 
lingly look at his fins before hs believes en Chriſt, 
* from che grand remody; the. very. 

—— 2 terror: 
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e (the beſt, as the vileſt of abominations) in 


1 


Terrors of his mind will frighten him denn wish 
ang into the worſt of his eaſe, and he will regard 
iniquity in his heart, not poſſeſs an ingenuouz ſenſe 
of its malignity. The Apoſtle: Paul accordingly ro- 
plying to che queſtion of the trembling and aſtoniſhed 
Jallor, «* What muſt 1 do to be. ſaved ?” did: not ito 
to argue with him, concerning the nature of his con- 
victions, in order to determine whether the work within 
him was real or not; before he gave him encourage- 
ment, but cried aut directly and without heſitation; 
Believe on the Lord. Feſns Chris, and thou ſhalt be 


7 re ſave 4.” He kney there could be no gracious, work, 


while the man was an unbeliever; ;- and therefore 
preached the goſpel to him, as he did without dif 
tinction, to all that were in his houſe; the effect 
of which through grace was, that they believed, were 


baptized, and f̃ejoiced in God. Ah xvi. 30. — This 


then is a capital article to be maintained; in Chriſt 
are all things, Chriſt receiveth ſinners, and ſuch may 


1 without any delay; without any other conviction than 


that they. are ſinners, without perplexing, themſelves 
concerning the nature; the ſtrength or depth of their 


convictions, without hoping or waiting for any pre · 


vious work or principle of grace, come to him im · 
mediately; and receive life and ſalration from him. 
If chis be believed hy you. through the witneſs. of 
God's ſpirit to its truth; if the glory, fulueſs and 
freeneſs of Chriſt's righteouſneſs be underſtood, and 
eredited upon the teſtimony of God, you. will need 
nothing elſe to compoſe your minds ; you will look: 
for peace to no other quarter; yon will be ſo de- 
lighted with this, that all things. elſe. you will count 


cOm- 


t 
Compariſon If Jeſus; the contemplation of every"othe? | 


ercellence will be as loſt: time in your eſteem,” to 
© hat of the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt. ui 


O, how will this be to you tranquility and joy! Yoh | 
Will embrace the truth and cleave to it, as your 
moſt valuable, your only portion. It will ſoften every | 
pain in life, ſubdue the fears of death, nd be to 
vou a foretaſte of immortal glory. It will ſhed abroad 
the love of God in your heart, by the Holy Ghoſt 
given to you. It will draw forth all your love to 
God, to your Redeemer, and to his people, with 
whom you will be one ſpirit. It will open up the 
ſprings of true repentance in your ſodls, a godly ſor- | 
Tow that worketh repentance unto life: And While 
yon rejoĩce in Chriſt Jeſus, you will look upon him 
whom you have pierced and mourn, yea be aſhamed 
and confounded; and in bitterneſs for your ſins. Tt 
will purify your hearts through faith, and fire yon 
with zeal for the honour of God. It will, in ort, 
effectually ſecure the practice of holineſs, from better 
principles than the dread of puniſhmenr, or the mer- 
cenary idea, 'of moving the regard of God by what 
you do, from the free and unforced principle of love, 
the affeftion of children to a Father; and bought 
with a price, you will glorify God in your bodies 
and ſpirits which are his. The more freely Chriſt 
is truſted in as the Saviour of finners, the more ef. 
fectually will the grace that; bringeth ſalvation teach; 
to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſt, and to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in the world. But 
how differently do theſe things appear to the carnal 
from the enlightened mind! They are all plain to 
bim that underftandeth. To them that believe they 
; are 


Tin} : 
de wiſdom of God, and the power of. God - 
e the' carnal mind accounts chem fooliſhneſs,” be- 
Puſe it ſavours only the things that be of the fleſſt. 
aith is the gift of God; and Ol may he, by his 
pirit perſuade you, to fratck the ſcriptures daily, 
hether theſe things be ſo; and to look up to him, 
he Father of lights; who giveth lüberally and up- 
Praideth not, that you may be taught of God, and 
now the truth as it is in jleſus. If the Son make 
ou free, ye ſhall be free indeed; but if you are 
Habelievers, notwithſtandiog a demureneſs of coum- 
enance, an apparent ſaieuinory of devotion; attended 
ich ſobriety of life; | notwithſtanding: the outward 
Wireſs of your religion be unexceptionable, and with 
onfidence you lay claim to the inward power, the 
rath of the lamb will wax hot againſt you, and 
onſume you with the reſt of his adverſaties. Zxamine 
ourjelves then in the firſt place, whether ye be in the 
aith ; prove your own ſelyes by the word of truth; know 
ye. not your. own felues, how that Fe/ſus C i 15 in you 
cept ye be reprobates ? 2 Cor. xiii. 5. — Once more, 
36.) Ir Chriſt be the Father's beloved Son, and in 
. im he is well pleaſed, then hear ye him. This in» 
erence was expreſsly annexed to that repetition of our 
xt, given at the transfiguration of; Jeſus, and it 
ould be. unpardonable to omit” it. Our deceaſed 
brother frequently obſerved therefore, that the words 
ith this addition, contain. all that a man is to 
Mpeelieve, and all a believer is to do. . Muſt we hear 
briſt in regard to our faith, and not in regard to our 
Fpratice afſo? Have we taſted of his love, and ſweetly 

Fallured by that, is it our deſire to glorify him? 1F 
Al * Je love me, keep my commandments ; lie tat 
hath 


at 


the beſt judge of the particular manner, the par- 
ticular, duties, in which we dught to glorify him? 
Shall we ſay wi are hid and wifſh to obey him, 
and yet follow a will of dur own? May we not then, 
While we think we are doing Chriſt ſervice, be ac- 
tually diſhonouring him, becauſe our obedience is not 
after the pattern be hath given us ? Is it not the 
character of Chriſt's ſheep, that ihey bear his woice 
and fol him, John x. 27. And what can that in- 
tend, but that they hear him and aſk; © What wilt 
e thou have me to do?“ They hear him, and do 
not make. -excuſes for ſtanding off from any part of 


inſtituted duty they hear him, not the voice of men, 


of ay ſet of men, of any they preſume to be good 
men — that there is that mufick ini the voice of Chxiſt, 
chatz charmed by it, they hear him alone ? — Men, to 
day the beſt. of them; are fallible. Chriſt is the only 
true guide His regulations are fo clear, ſo plain, 
ſo explicit, and have "moreover that fitneſs in them, 
that they ſpeak for themſelves, and want no foreign 
comment. Woald it not, for inſtance; be a reflection 
upon the wiſdom of Jeſas, if while he profeſſed to 
leave rules for- his worſhip and ordinances, he left 
them in that confuſed and indeterminate manner, 
chat ſome would be in doubt whether fuch rules 
were given, or given otherwiſe thah as temporary 


expedients, and others would be driven to the Old 


Teſtament, to draw from thence (by forced analogies 
und uncertain conſequences) an explanation of his 
meaning? Would that prove the New Teſtament to 
a uh the VOY the more. dark diſpenſation of the 

e two? 


Sack hy — end Hewders hem, hr: 1+ ih ado 
Zet me, John xiv. 15, 21> Is not Chriſt himſelf | 
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f Who, for example, would think of 'poing to 


e, to learn, from his inſtitution of the Paſſover, | 


how Jeſus intended the Lord's Supper ſhould: be ad- 


miniſtered ? Would not the very idea excite ridicule? 


Why then muſt we look back to the legal rite of 
eircumtiſion (a mark ſimply of being ander the lau, 


Rom. ii. 26. Gal. v. 3.) for directions in the New * 


- 'Teſtament and evangelical: ordinance of baptiſm? Muſt 


we apply to the law, for an, elucidation of the goſ- 


pel ? Muſt we hearken to. Meſes rather than to Chriſt? 
to the ſervant rather than the beloved Sen, in whom 


* 


the Father is well. pleaſed * Na. The Father has faid,. 
Hear ye him; and let thoſe that love the Lord Jefus 


in ſincerity call no man maſter but him. Tnlivened. 


by his love, and animated by his bright example, 


let them not conſer with fleſh and blood, with uſages 


and eftabliſhed..cuſtoms, Ghich, unleſ divinely au- 
- - thorized, ought to be of no weight ia matters of 


religion) but what. Chriſt commands, that do, both. 


23 the only way of ſhewing forth his praiſe, and the 


way in which he has appointed to meet with and: 
bleſs his faithful: followers. Lo, ſays he, I an with: 


von always, even to the end of the warld, Matt. xxviii.. 


 20,/——'The like may be ſaid. of the nature and form 
of his church, with the feveral orders of his bouſe. 


Did he leave theſe articles to chance, or: with > 


' Aatitude;. that they might be modelled according as 


whim; faſhion, or. worldly influence ſhould: prevail? 


Or did he leave them ſo- unſettled,. that wer ſhould. - - 


be obliged to gather them from hints and ſcraps- 


Tattered up and down in his word, and of courſe be 


in a ſtate of total uncertainty about them ? Chriſt 
. was not ſuch. an obſcure, lawgiver. Let us them 
C | 


hear 


t 


hear kim, and fänd faſt in the" liberty, with/ which | 


he hath'made us free. This is a keteh ôf the doe. 
ttine in! mg text, and theſe the ihferences deducible 
from it: Such alſo im general Was dhe [preachilyg 
of your late Paſtor: Which: brings met to a painful 
part of my preſent appointment, to hold him up 
10 your recollection, who!lately ſpoke from this rar! 


© mach to your ſatisfaction, but Who is by death 


removed from you. Vet the exhortatiom of ſeripture 
being to remember turm ⁊ule have ſpoken unto you the 


wird of God, Heb. ail. 7; "this ſdrrowful- momvridl 


N- ere 57 ie ut. 
Ma. Eching was à native of bee He rol 
me, that he was not without ſome awygkenings of 
conſcience, even in his very early years ; not enough 
indeed, to break the natural attachment of the heart 
to vanity and folly; yet enaugh to reſtradin him from 
running into thoſe vices} whieh*theoge hefality. of yount;: 
men give way to; and enough to cohvigce him, when 
he had zequired more experience, that there may be 
ſerious alarms in the mind, concerning che evil com- 
' ſequences of ſay, productive alſo of many ſeemingly 
good reſolutions, and a temporary regularity of oom 
duct (which are flow often depended on as hopefal 


figns of true grace) While the heart is. deſti tute of 


the knowledge of God the Saviour, and (without one 
ſpark of real religion. Being however at length 
called effectually by the grace of God, the change 
in him was proved ſubſtantial, by his totally abaink 


doning the company and diverſions of the. ungadhy,, 


and joining limſelf to thoſe! that feared: the Lord, 
at 4 ſeuſon of liſq when * 456 of Juvenile: -paſkons 
M9 a 11 0034 140 ua £20 368t 


* x5, ty 2 


1 * 


and ſow of animal ſpirits, too often render maxim: 
of -pradence, and the authority as well . as advice of 
friends, abſolutely, unavailing, —— The diſpute. about 
baptiſm, ſtarted in that town in the year 2776, deter · 
mined him alſo what profeſſion of religion he ought 
to chaſe, as maſt -agreeable to the word of God. 
he controverſy indeed had that :effe& upon him, 
which ãt were to be wiſhed. all books of controverſy 
might have apon their readers, to engage him to 
ſtudy the bible more diligently, and receive the tratk 
from God himſelf. Upon this principle Mr. Eching 
was baptized, and joined the Baptift-Church; of which 
be was an honqurable member ſeven years; and re- 
commended. by which. church, he was called to preach 
phe. Goſpel amang you in 1782, and ordained your 
Paftor. in 1183. — But his -acquaintance, with the goſ- 

pel of Chtiſt was more particularly enlarged after 
he came to Clefer. He found that he had taken 
his opinions to much upon truſt; and that while 
he imagiged he believed the doctrine of Free jußi- 
Feation, he had retained thoſe notions (of a work 
of grace to be wrought in the heart, indepen- 
dent of the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, .and as a ne- 
ceſſary requiſite, upon which to ground our hope in 


him) that were entirely ſubverſſve of its nature, 


and of all the comfort and profit to be derived from 
it. The firſt diſcovery he made (under an occa- 
fional ſermon. preached in this plage) of the glory 
of ſalvation, and its freeneſs for fingers as -anners, 
filled him with aſtoniſhment, and, at the ſame time, 
with that pleaſing conviction of its truth, and ſuit- 
ableneſs to the caſes of the periſaing and N 1 


2 we 


T 7 


that he never loſt fight' of it.“ It was che delight. 
of his heart. Tt raiſed him up, he has ſaid, from 
that ſtate of barrenneſs and defertion in his own 
ſoul, that leaning to himſelf, he was in doubt whether 
he ſhould have been able to preach another ſermon. ö 
It was the choſen topic of his private converſation. 
It gave a new tincture 46 his diſcourſes from the 
pulpit; and did not your heart burn within you, 
while he talked with you, and while he opened to 

you. the ſcriptures? At ſpirited him up te a vigorous 
diſcharge of the duties of his Ration ; ſo that ye are 
witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and juſtly, and 
unblameably he behaved himſelf among you; and 

how he exhorted and comforted, and charged every 
ene of you, that ye would walk worthy- of God, 

who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory. The 
fame truth even heightened his natural frankneſs 

and good temper, ſo that he always appeared chear- 

ful and converſible, and was generally reſpected. 
And it was a cordial to him under the heavy preſſure 
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Ma. Fcdhing ' publiſhed his thoughts on this ſubjeQ, in the 
Aammer of -1784, in a treatiſe entitled, Three - Eſſays on Grace, 
Faith, and Chriſtian Experience, Printed for Evans, in Pater-naſter- 
Row, London ; Poole, in Cbeſter; and Mood, in Salop ; price 18. 6d, 
— I do not mean, that I am in every teſpegt of the ſentiments 
of this piece: But the book diſcovers a genius highly improveable, 
if the author had lived; and the leading principles are admirable, 
viz. That Chriſt is 10 bet preached freely, to finners as ſinners 
that there is no inherent. qualification previouſly neceſſary to be- 
Leving, or hoping in Chriſt, — that there can be no ſpiritual - life, 
or gracious work in the heart, before a man, as a ſinner, believes 
nor any faith that is ſaving, which does not receive peace of con- 
ciente, Gmply from believing the ſufficiency and of the 
blood of atonement, 


- * . 
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of his laſt-afligion. As often as the fever allowed 
im the free uſe of his reaſon, he bore. an uniform 
teſtimony, that the doQrine, he had preached was 
his unfailing conſolation in the agonies of his "bodily 
Frame, and in the near proſpect of death. He was 
not (as ſlanderouſly reported) afraid to die, for he 
knew in whom h& had believed. Tou will not, I 
am perſuaded, ſpeedily forget the laſt ſolemn, affects 
ing, and yet comfortable farewell he took of the 
church, upon his death-bed, as one who was him, 
ſelf going to the arms of Jeſus, and whoſe earneſt 
prayer was, that he might, by and by, welcome you 
all there. Nor will you readily, forget the two laſt 
ſubjects which (not aware that they would be his 
laſt) he preached upon to you. With what warmth . 
did he inculcate it upon you, to love one another as 
Chriſt. hath loved you ! John xv. 12. Wich what 
ſpirit did he repreſent to you, that auen God buile 
up _ he <would appear in * glory! With what 
ee Sr det an 


** Tarn was dt the ſmalleſt ground for th's ertel calum- 
ny, or for the leaſt ſurmiſe of the kind, in any one moment 
of his ſickneſs 3 but the reverſe appeared at all times, as all the , 
by-Randers can teſtify.— Another ſlander was klſo maliciouſly be- 
pagated, in Cheſter, and in Mrerbam, That Mr. Eching's death 
Wat occafiined by a cold be caught, in baptizing, Dec. 19th, 1784, 
-hich- brought on a fever, &c, whereas it was well known to my- 
ſelf and the reſt of his acquaintance, that he did not receive any. 


detriment whatever, from that adminiſtrationz but was in good % 


health for more than a month after it, during which time alſo 
he took a journey to Liverpool, and returned home well and chearful. ; 
But I ſuppoſe if he had died, at any time within a tevelvemonth 
and a day, after that or any other baptiſm, let it have been of 
what diſorder it might, ſo partial and prejudiced a jury. would have 
brought him in, Guilty of ſelf-murder by baptizzing, 


I 
bens denes Aid fie day it den, Wein afl te ve 
depended en; Hat the. Eerd r run. Ay) of pie 
Weftitutt, and avill not dejpi iſe "heir prayer, PI. cli. rs, 
17. May his inſtfuckions be Bed 4n yeur hearte, 
and vou be Tollowersd '6f {hint;- even is he wis- of 

Ohriſt!— Need L. and, chze four Affection for) your 
late pale ought te be Mer by. Your eohſejentions 
attention td che -due order, che astene regularuy f 
that church, whoſe Wwelfafe fa ſo neur his heft, 
Aud by your: ſympathy With the aeAing cafes - of 
His Widow "rid" ſafViving funky? „r ſometimes 
obſerved, When the miniſter dies, his widow may 
„as well die with Him, for. the notice that will 
be afterwards taken of her. Be vou an excep· 
bes to this remarie. May God comfort her under 
this ttying, yet wiſediſpenſation, and provide for her 
and her offspring ! | May the chief Shepherd allo | 
provide for you u a ' Paſtor àfter his own heart, who 
mall feed you wih knowledge and underſtanding! - 
What ſhall I, in concluſion, fay, to thoſe who have 
heard the witneſs my brother gave for Chriſt, and 
yet are unenlightened in the'things' that concern their 
etertial peace? He is gone before, to be unte C 
4 ſautet ſavbar if CAP, in them "that are awd "atll 
in them that, periſh, . But what confuſion Will ill your - 
hearts. and viſages, if that goſpel. you have heard 
from him, be to, yon a ſavour of death unto death, 
and you fink from under the ſound of mercy, into 
hopeleſs and irretrievable miſery ; aggravated alſo by 
the gullt, of having Ueffiſed the Beh Son of God, 
in qulom the Father, is <ell-plta/ed! O! that you 
might no more ſlight the kind admonition, but hear 
ſo as to believe, * *r hold e on eternal life, An,. 
n e en SOR 
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viour' upon this 6ccafion, ſpeak more feelingly, 1 

might fay more eloquently, his worth, and are abet- 
ter panegyric upon him, than all I um capable of 
offering. Why ſhould- I attempt to tell his value? 
What: can I ſay more than was conſpichous to all 


dis friends? And 10 endeavour to recount all he 


was, all you and I beheld him, à month, a Week, 
two or chree days ago; what will it be but to weund 
you afreſh, to tear your hearts aſunder, to take de- 
light in your tears ? — Aud devot mon, ſays the ſerip- 
tute, ' carried Stephen 10 'his burial, wnid "made "great 
lamontation' over him. They mourned the death of 4 


godly' man and a brother. They moumed the loſs 
of an aſſociate with them in the cauſe of Chriſt- 


They mourned the lo of a man "valiant for the 
goſpel; of a man able to defend it; aud who! fer- 


ring Jeſus before bim, feared the face of none in 


your which oonceraed at one from whoſe pre” 
* DIES: | ſence, 


our deceafed - brother; your tears and © behd- 
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Sd; Readineſs and abilities, they 
infancy of the church, to derive the greateſt advan- 


manner „ methinks, 


You 


T 532 } 


ages; yea, whoſe countenance ſeemed neceſſary, to 


give life anil 'vigour to the whole intereſt; yet who 
Was, by a ſudden and unexpected ſtroke, cut off. — 


When they beheld his zeal and intrepidityz when 
they perceived the cleamneſs of his judgmopt 5 when 
they liſtened to his eloquence, and the irreſiſtible 
Force of his arguments for the goſpel and the truths 
it contains; when they looked upon his face, and 
ſaw it to be as the Jace of an angel, ſuch was the 
Fervour with which it glowed, ſuch the majeſty with 
which God adorned it; they Taid, <* Surely the-Iiord 
«© hath »raifed up a glorious inſtrument, whoſe tongue 
mall carry conviction to the ears of thouſands, 


« and who will be long continued a pillar, to ſupport 


« the church! Sure ſo pleaſant a light will not 


© be ſpeedily put out! Where would be the wiſdom 


of providence, in ſuffering the {word of perſecu- 
«tion to fe; 


of him, as a diſtinguiſhed, a laſting, a growing or- 


nament, the' more pungent their ſorrow, the more 
bitter their lamentations at his burial. — In like 


Nor do I at 


force ſuch ſuggeſtions into your minds. You have 


| loſt an amiable man, a valuable minifter. And what 


enhances the ſorrow, what gives it an edge ſuper=- 
latively cutting is, that while we remain on this' ſea 
of ana we ſhall, reſpecting this: fe, ſee his 

| Jace 


— 


» 


chey hoped, in he 


te him from us?“ But [Stephen was 
removed; and the higher their · expectations had been 


I diſcern the emotions of your - 
| hearts; over'the grave of our departed\brother, % 

<* ky alſe go that we may die with him.” | 
all wonder chat the firſt pangs of your grief, ſhould 
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Fee hb nave; For wy on plrt;:the: dess 
is one of thoſe inſtances, in which God bas ſet n 
leſſon to teach me, that I ſhould depend upon no 
friend but himſelf. True friendſhip- is a precious 
artiele; and the more precious, becauſe it is {© 
very ſcarce. But my brother Eching was that trus 
friend; he was above diſguiſe. He did not ſpeak 
fair to the face, and entertain duplicity in his breaſt, 
Not only did he deſpiſe it as a man, but as a'chriſtian 
God had taught him, that to know the truth as it 
is in Jeſus will nfallibly lead to ſpeak the truth 
from the heart, In ſhort, he was an 1/#aclite ind, 
in whoſe ſpirit thive was no guileʒ and if your loſs 
as great of a preacher and paſtor, mine is not ſmall, of 

a ſincere and difintereſted- brother in the goſpel, 
Bat! do not mean to proceed further here. I mean 
rather, to lead your thoughts to a problem, a knotty 
queſtion in the ways of providence, which I do not 
pretend to unxavel, or adequately to account for, 
but which perhaps I may be enabled to ſpeak. ſome 
things upon, for the compoſure of your minds under 
the preſent trying diſpenſation; a duty the more 
neceſſary, as poſſibly the workings of your hearts, 
and the enemy of your peace may almoſt have driven 
you to addreſs. God, in the unbelieving language the 
prophet Jeremia once uſed, Ny is ny pain per pe- 
cual and my wound incurable, which refuſeth to be healed? 
Wilt thou be Om to me as 4 liar, and as waters 
that fails 

Hr xx is an intereſt ſet up for the glory of God, and 
the honour of. Jeſus as King in Zion; ſet up to be an 
advocate for the ſimplicity of Chriſt, our alone righte- 
ouſneſs in the light of God, for the-purity of his-ordi- 
A. a | | nances, 


1949 


Dances, and: the, beautiful · ſumplicityoſ his vorſhip- A 
mene nan, a parc are $00 contemptible fer ta wan 10 
engage in. My deceaſed brother abhorred the idea, 
much more the reality. The genoroſity af his ſoul 
would have carried him above its meantzeſa and; his 
veligien would not have admitted oflits wickedneſs, 
But- e: have ſeen this intereſt thus ſet on foot, continu- 
ally beſet with diſiculties. And when former diſap- 
poittaients were judged tobe more than amply. com- 
penſated in our brother before us, behald, how the 
Faſhion. of things here below paſſeth away | Here is a 
<barch formed — a place of worſhip. purchaſed 
Miniſter ſettled . ordained — and at the «concluſion of 
be third year ofohis miniſtry, A, greater favourite than 
ue. dayche beganit= miniſter. and people were united 
in mutnal. ſatis faction — their ears hung upon his lips 
and his hett was ſo ſet on fire, for their comfort, 
eſtabliſiment and ſpirituality, that even the ravings of 
adelirium diſcovered their /fedfafine/s in the faith to 
lie very near his! ſoul. God alſo ſeemed; to crown bis 
labours with abundant ſucceſs ; and none of us appre- 
hended:otherwiſe, this day month, than that the path 


of his uſefulneſs would encreaſe as the ſhining light. 
But the great Arbiter of all things ſaid, . Aniſſi thine 


* tarthly conr/e,. and come up. hither.” And he is not, 
- for God hath taken him, —*Tis well for im - but 
what ſhall we ſay. to the diſconſolate widow? What to 


the belplefs children? What to the bereaved church? 


How ſhall we account for all this ſeeming eonſuſion ? 
Can it be right? Does the Lord love his people, while 
he thus chaſtens them with a rod, and inflicts ſtri pes, 
the ſmart of which rings their hearts to ang uiſh, and 
extorts tears from their eq es? Hear the enemies of the 


8 


croſs. 


CARE EG SE EE_ARASCSARREACCARMAMARSCC LLC 


t _ 
erdſs: of Chriſt, . Is this:"the: interecb of Jeſus, that 
sf meets witli ſo many obſtactes?. OCan:it de chat Chriſt 


_—_— 


r favours that cauſt, which he is, an it were, conti 
gr nually overturning ?? Poor ſouls li They can fee: 
n further than the ſurfuce. Overwhelmed in ſenſa, 
by ſenio they live, and by ſeuſe they are blinded; 
Let them alone, except in your prayers: dor them. 
Knud ye not that whom the Lord laveth he chaſteneth,, 
and ſeourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth? Know 


ye not, thai if ye be without chaſliſement whoreof all 


are partakera, thanſ are ye-baitards and not ſons? Has 
God pdilffſed-us of' a precious faith? Ho is faith: to 
be tried bat by difficulty? How is patience to gain 
ſtreugth withbut, affliction ? Had we no more! to urge 
thang Gad Af 63) ſhall not the: Judge of all the earth 
doiright-? Not only is God ſovereign and unnontrol- 
lable ; not only doch he according to his will, in the 
army of heaven, aud among. the inhabitants of the 
earth, hut he doth every thing with the moſt conſym- 
mate wiſdom the moſt perfect propriety; aud thoſe: 
very afflictions which, to the ſhort · ſightod views of men, 
ſeem agaiaſt the people and ch urch of God, are yet or- 
dered witk that divine prudence and affoction, that in» 
ſtead of being inimical, they will, in a cauſe of time, 
appear i friendly — neceſſary, and not te be diſpenſed. 
with benevolent, and fer the advantage of them chat 
are exerei ſed thereby, IL with therefore to poſſeſa vou 
of this idea, and pray that it may be fixed in your 
minds; tbat convinced gf its truth, you may have It 
always before: yon. It Will help t0, alteviate your ſor- 
row and he n ſuitable: reply; to that haſty tempta- 
tion, all the - things ard againſt" us, Can you; ſay, 
nab. not taken away out. deceaied * 
n 


— 


AS +» 48 


E 
due time; at the time When; young as lie was]. he 
xppoared to have his heart wholly engaged in the cons 
templation of the exceHency of Chriſt; and when his 
behaviour om hib death- bed bore, even 'a noble teſti. 
mony to the power of the goſpel than did his former 
preaching as · a practical illuſtration of the truth, that 
the glorious righteouſneſs: of Jeſus, received for the 
comfort of the ſoul, freely; unconditionally. and ſim- 
ply as ſinners, is a ſufficient ſupport when fleſh and 
heart fail. — Let me add, the Lord knoweth our 
frame; he remembereth we are but duſt; and there 
4s more juſtice. than perhaps is uſually attended to, in 
the words of the prophet aial, which (leaving ont 
the addition of our tranſlaters) run, the righteous is 
taken away from the evil, Conſidering the depravity 
reſident in the hearts of the godly, of the moſt im- 
- proved chriſtian, can you ſay, if my brother had lived 
longer; what temptatiom he might have been expoſed 
to; and if the admiration of his: hearers grew, as it | 
appeared to do of late, whether it might not have had 
4 bad effect in time, to cauſe a declenfion in that life 
and vigor of grace, now ſo viſible in him, and through 
which he has left the ſtage of mortality, with ſo much 
honour to his divine maſter? I. will go as fur as any of 
you in roplying, I hope not“ But dare you anſwer 
more than that; for kim or for” yourſelves ? Was he 
not in the body: And: do we not know enough of our. 
ſelves to cry out, Lead me not into {ompration-; but de 
* liver me from cull?” — Suppoſe further, that his life 
had been prolonged, and with that hie knowledge of 
divine things had become more eſtahliſmed; and his 
ſpirituality encreaſed. Conſidering the ſluctuation of 
human opinion, and the melancholy certainty, that of 


„„ 


tloſs who admire à preacher, by fir the greateſt num« 
ber. are influenced by nothing better, than undigeſted 


notion, or the votre and addreſs of the ſpeaker, cam 


vou warrant that in time, my brother might not have 


themſelves moſt pleaſed with him In a word, can you. 
take upon you to ſay any thing about the maſter, or 
that the ſacceſs which' hitherto attended his miniftry;, 
might not ſpeedily have ebbed; as faſt as it now flow- 
ed? Theſe reflections may at leaſt flenc the mur- 
murs of the rebellious and unſubmiſſive heart. 


But you rejoin, © Our paſtor is dead, and we are left: 
« deſtitute; we know not where to look out for ſuch. 


another.“ — And is Jeſus the Shepherd of Iſrael. 
dead alſo? Has his ability ceaſed; or is his* love e 


vineyard,. and; that branch · of it which yon conſtitute ? 
If he call away one of his ſervants, will he leave his: 


Vork deſerted? Shall they be aſhamed who truſt in- 
him? Shall praying breath be ſpent in vain ? Do not 
entertain a ſuſpicion of Bis love, or willingneſs to 
befriend you, left; provoked by your unbelief; he give 
you that trial, which, it may be, at ſome ſeaſons you 
are apt to fear. — By how: many methods can God 


ſend you. that ſuitable ſupply of ſpiritual food, which: 
he knows you want! Let me recur to an inſtance al- 


ready mentioned; diwvout men carried Stephen to his bu- 


rial, and made great lamentation over him: They per- 
haps thought that ſo exemplary a perſon being: ſaatch- 


ed away, the church had ſuſtained irreparable damage. 
Little were they aware how his- loſs was to be fup. 


- plied; little, that the inſtrument pitched upon, to 


been diſregarded, by many of thoſe who now profeſſed 


tinguiſhed ? Does he not know, better than you; the 
inftrument he chuſes to make moſt ſervieeable in his; 
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ta 


vs Jeers name of Chriſk.t0, the World, was) an 


4oceany- to; the murder of, Segen. Thy avitnrſes 


| laid done. their cloghes; at a young - man's tes, whoſe 
nt wen Saul. Aud they, faxed Stephien.: And, Says 


was conſenting unto his death.. And. Sal was. ſoon after 


converted te the  chriflian faith, and ſent abroad as 


a choſen veſſel, ta ura many from; darasſi unto lights 
en from ths peaver of Satan unte Gad. I hint this 
tontnemind you, that Chriſt hath all hearts in his 
hands, can help von by means vou are not able ta 
foreſee, and even turn his moſt malignant enemies 
into obedisnt fervants, ardent to exert their utmoſt 
In Whatever way he deſign to do /you good, wait 
upon him. who - now hideth his face, and be not 
woary in well: doing; for in dus ſeaſon you ſhall reaps 
M yqu-. faint not- Ia the mean, time often recol: 
del your late Paſtot, and cogſider the end of ' his cen 
au a,˖udu; Jeſus Chriſt, the. ſame yeſterday, tot dan and 
fyr eurer. With this exhortation we ſhut up the 
Srave, and for a ſhort term quit theſe. xecptacles of 
death. Farewell! ye mouldering remains of a, mach, | 
veſpetted brother. Tis the cold conſolation, of ts 
;hopcie(s ta add, We Mall ſhartly. return, and. be 


ehaid beüde you.” Heil} chat triamphaat morn, 
when death aal be /avallowed-up. in vichrn; when 


Jou, with ounſelves, and the moltitude of the bleſſed 


mat ſuxronnds us, ſhall riſe again ; when the trams 
Pet ſhall ſound, and. they: who ſleep im the duſt ſhall 


awake ;: when corruption Mall put .on- ingortuption, and 
Ae mortal put 98 imnmertaliti; When Chriſt 3% ig oun 


in Hall appears and we. alſe apprar with him. in 


Horus and f fhail we:ever bz with the. La! 
&ame, Lord Jeſus, come quickly ON Amen! 
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